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POLICY FOR MEETING THE MEDICAL NEEDS OF CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

The Learning Trust is committed to offering a high quality education to all children

and young people in our community with a medical condition or disability including mental health issues.  Since the ‘Access to Education for children and young people with medical needs’ DfES guidance (Nov 2001) schools and LEAs have a duty to ensure continuity of access to a broad and balanced curriculum as far as their medical condition allows.  This ensures that schools, hospital schools, Home Tuition Services and other agencies work in close collaboration to provide a flexible educational provision including an effective individual reintegration programme.

These services will work in partnership with parents/carers and other agencies to

maximise educational opportunity.  To do this The Learning Trust works closely with health colleagues and social care to develop multi-agency assessments and more joined-up working practices.  Advice is sought from Health professionals and the school nurses who can offer advice and training on the understanding and management of pupils’ disability or health-care needs.  They may also draw up integrated Healthcare Plans for pupils with medical needs.  Where there are issues around coordinating support, access and management in schools, advice can be sought from the Inclusion Team (020 8820 7326).

Referral to the Home Tuition Service should be made when a health related absence of more than 15 days is anticipated.  Where there is a chronic illness or condition support may be available from the first day of absence.  Pupils may have frequent absences from school because of illness, hospital visits or hospitalisation.  Fatigue at the end of the school day may also affect concentration and continuity in education.  All these factors can affect achievement and, therefore, it is essential to ensure there is a Personal Education Plan (PEP) in place.  This should be drawn up by all those involved, including the parent/carer and pupil to ensure that they are fully involved in the process.

Pupils who have a disability or medical need without an attendance/absence issue may be supported in school with a Healthcare Plan drawn up by the school and health professionals.  The Learning Trust and the local Primary Care Trust produce joint guidelines for schools and advice on medication, medical conditions and dealing with emergencies which are available on The Learning Trust website.  There is additional guidance on pupils with medical needs in The Learning Trust’s ‘Health and Safety Manual’ – see section 11. 
The Learning Trust promotes inclusion and will take all reasonable steps to ensure

that children and young people with a disability, medical needs or SEN are not

discriminated against or treated less favourably than other pupils.  There is an

Accessibility Strategy detailing The Learning Trust’s vision for greater accessibility in its schools and individual needs are planned for in consultation with schools, governors and parents.

For further information see:

http://www.learningttrust.co.uk
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk
http://www.wiredforhealth.gov.uk
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