Ofsted -Inspecting Community Cohesion from September 2008.
As you are all aware, schools have had a duty to promote community cohesion (CC) since September 2007. The Learning Trust (TLT) website (equalities section) gives you suggested ways of addressing the ‘policy and practice’ part of this work. 
This briefing paper will give you guidance about the inspection of this area of work. All schools, PRUs and Academies will be inspected from September 2008.
Community Cohesion will be judged as part of leadership and management, as a governors duty. However, it is not clear yet what the impact on the overall judgement on leadership and management will be if CC is judged as inadequate – but we do know that CC cannot be graded satisfactory if the ‘promotion of equalities and participation’ is inadequate.

Further clarity is also needed to establish whether this is a ‘provision’ or an ‘outcome’ (impact).
Pilots have been done over this year. If you would like to view a school Ofsted report that demonstrates really good CC, look at the attached report. Notice that CC references can be found throughout the report.
Remember, you are probably addressing a great deal, if not all, of the issues mentioned below!
What is community Cohesion? Definition used by DCSF and Ofsted
By community cohesion, we mean working towards a society in which there is a common vision and sense of belonging by all communities; a society in which the diversity of people’s backgrounds and circumstances is appreciated and valued; a society in which similar life opportunities are available to all; and a society in which strong and positive relationships exist and continue to be developed in the workplace, in schools and in the wider community.

‘Community’ from a school’s perspective

For schools, the term ‘community’ has a number of dimensions including:  

· The school community – the children and young people it serves, their parents , carers and families, the school’s staff and governing body, and community users of the school’s facilities and services

· The community within which the school is located- the school in its geographical community and the people who live or work in that area. This applies not just to the immediate neighbourhood but also to the city or local authority area within which a school is located.

· The UK community- all schools are by definition part of this community

· The global community- formed by EU and international links

Broadly, schools’ contribution to community cohesion can be grouped under the three following headings:

· Teaching, learning and curriculum

· Equity and excellence

· Engagement and extended services

The inspection strategy can be built around three key questions:

· What does the school know about the communities it serves?

· How has it used that knowledge to promote community cohesion and serve the needs of its users?

· How does it know whether it strategy is successful?

The views of pupils about the community and the way the school promotes cohesion within it form an essential part of the evidence base.

It is essential for inspectors to ascertain pupils’ views on how well they get on with different groups within the school and local communities, and what the school has done about improving relations. – However, this is not Ofsted making a judgement about local communities.
· The SEF chart ‘Basic characteristics of your school’- these figures do not show the extent of variation which is crucial in considering these issues.

· Ofsted will identify some of these variations and see how the school is responding to them.

· The SEF ethnicity chart provides some information

· The census information chart may be helpful if the vast majority of pupils are from one ward

· CVA by pupils groups and CVA by ethnicity will be essential information

Promoting achievement for all groups, personal development and well being

· Promote the engagement in its own community of hard to reach groups such as for whom English is an additional a language or are from more socio-economically deprived groups, those who live in isolated areas. - Do the school’s actions for these groups link with needs identified by the school?
Other issues to be aware of:

· Providing for the above groups? – and evaluating the effectiveness of this.
· Are the various groups represented on the governing body?

· How does the school seek and use the views of the school’s stakeholders and promote their engagement in the community?
· How representative of the local community is the school 
· How does the school promote cohesion with those groups who may not be prominently represented within its own school community

· Links with other schools

· Does the school meet and work with representatives of other communities

· CC will be embedded in: Curriculum, teaching, ethos and the school’s PSHE, RE, SMSC and citizenship provision (as well as leadership and management)
Developing learners’ understanding of other communities both in Europe and globally?
· Delivering themes of community cohesion

· Quality of  the school’s provision
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