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GOVERNORS’ ITEM – AUTUMN TERM 2007
	VOLUNTARY AIDED SCHOOLS: CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 2009/10


For governors of all voluntary aided schools
Purpose

This paper invites governors 

· to review their existing admission arrangements and to consider whether they wish to seek to make changes to them for the school year 2009/10;

· to decide how they wish to go about consulting on those arrangements.
Background
The School Standards and Framework Act 1998 requires governing bodies of voluntary aided schools to determine, before the beginning of each school year, the admission arrangements which are to apply for that year.  Normally, the annual determination must be preceded by consultation, hence the need to start the process for 2009/10 well in advance.  The type of consultation to be undertaken is set out in the attached extract from the School Admissions Code of Practice (Appendix A). A full copy of the Code of Practice is available at www.dfes.gov.uk
Governing bodies are asked to review their school’s existing admission arrangements (those for your school are attached as Appendix B) and to decide whether they will be seeking to make any changes for the school year 2009/10. This includes reviewing their supplementary forms.
In deciding whether to seek changes, governing bodies must have regard to the mandatory provisions of the Code of Practice. For schools with sixth forms, this includes determining an admission number that relates to the number of pupils expected to be admitted to the school for the first time. 

Comments previously made by the School Admissions Forum on schools’ admission arrangements for 2008/09 are also attached (Appendix D).
Consultation arrangements
If governing bodies wish us to do so, The Learning Trust will be happy to conduct the consultation on their behalf, at the same time as consulting on the proposed admission arrangements for community schools for 2009/10. If you wish to take up this offer, you should let the Trust know by 15 December 2007.

Church of England schools
Governing bodies of Church of England schools must consult Penny Harvey at the London Diocesan Board for Schools before they go out to consultation and they should follow the advice of the Diocese. Where the governing body of a C of E school opts to ask the Learning Trust to undertake the statutory consultation on their behalf, the Trust will communicate the governing body’s proposals to the Diocese for them. If the Diocese then has any comments, the Trust will ask the governing body to consider these comments before embarking on the wider consultation process.
What the governing body needs to do
1. To decide 
(a)
whether you wish to seek changes to your existing admission arrangements for the school year 2009/10, and, if so, to determine what those changes are; and
(b)
whether to conduct your own annual consultation or to ask The Learning Trust to undertake this on your behalf (regardless of whether or not you intend to seek changes).  
2. 
To answer ‘yes’ to the question on the attached form (Appendix C) which corresponds to your decisions. (You should only answer yes to one question.)
The Chair should then sign and date the form accordingly and ensure that it reaches The Learning Trust’s Admission Section by 15 December 2007.
Note
· If you intend to seek changes to your admission arrangements, and you wish The Learning Trust to undertake consultation on your behalf (option 1 on the attached form), you should indicate the changes you wish to make in manuscript and attach them to the form when you are returning it. You should also return a copy of your supplementary form.
· If you propose to change your admission arrangements, but choose to conduct your own consultation (option 2), you will need to consult the Trust on these by 31 January 2008.
Attachments
· Appendix A:
Extract from the Code of Practice specifying the nature of the consultation required
· Appendix B: 
Your school’s existing admission arrangements

· Appendix C:
The form to be completed and returned to The Learning Trust
· Appendix D:
Comments of the School Admissions Forum on VA schools’ admission arrangements for 2008/09
For further guidance or information, please contact Marian Lavelle (tel 020 8820 7396) or Harriett Young (020 8820 7402) at The Learning Trust.
Appendix A
Extract from School Admissions Code of Practice: Paragraph A10
Consultation involves informing those consulted about the admission arrangements that are proposed and asking for their views and comments. The 1998 Act, as amended by the 
Education Act 2002 and Regulations, prescribe the consultation to be undertaken by admission authorities as follows:

· Local authorities (LAs) which are admission authorities for schools to consult the governing bodies of those schools over the admission arrangements they may propose for them, before consulting anyone else;

· governing bodies of Church of England voluntary aided or foundation schools to consult their Diocesan Board, before consulting anyone else;

· admission authorities for maintained secondary schools (including middle deemed secondary schools) to consult the governing bodies of all other maintained primary, middle and secondary schools in their relevant area;

· admission authorities for maintained primary schools (including middle deemed primary schools) to consult the governing bodies of all other maintained primary and middle-deemed primary schools in their relevant area;

· admission authorities which are LAs also to consult all neighbouring LAs

· admission authorities which are school governing bodies also to consult their LA, and any other LA whose area comes either within their relevant area, or within 8 kilometres of the school if secondary, or 3.2 kilometres if primary;

· consultation to take place on all aspects of admission arrangements, and to be completed by 1 March;

· having completed their consultation, admission authorities to determine their arrangements before 15 April, and to notify parties to the consultation within 14 days of the date of determination;

· schools with pre-existing partially selective admission arrangements, as defined in section 100 of the 1998 Act, must publish a notice in a local newspaper within 14 days of the determination, advising parents of their right to object about the continuation of selection at the school. Admission authorities must also publish a similar notice in a local newspaper where they determine an admission number lower than that indicated by the net capacity formula. Regulations prescribe the information which should be contained in the notice, but this should state the proposed admission number, the admission number indicated by the net capacity formula, and the reason for the lower number.

 ____________________________
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Appendix C
To be returned to Harriett Young, Head of Admissions, as soon as possible after the Autumn Term governing body meeting and no later than 15 December 2007.

The Learning Trust

Technology and Learning Centre

1 Reading Lane

E8 1GQ

Proposed Admission Arrangements for the school year 2009/10
Please note:  Governing Bodies should answer “yes” to only one question

1. We are seeking to make changes to our admission arrangements for the school year 2009/10 and would like the Learning Trust to undertake the statutory consultation on our behalf.  We attach a copy of our existing admission arrangements (including supplementary form), on which we have indicated the changes we are proposing to make.                                                                   
      Yes/No*                                                                               
2. We are seeking to make changes to our admission arrangements for the school year 2009/10 and will carry out our own consultation in accordance with statutory requirements.  We shall consult the Learning Trust by 31 January 2008.             
      Yes/No*
3. We are not seeking to make changes to the admission arrangements for 2009/10. We would like the Learning Trust to carry out the statutory consultation on our behalf.                                
Yes/No*
4. We are not seeking to make changes to the admission arrangements for 2009/10.  We will carry out our own consultation.                                                                                                             
      Yes/No*
*Please delete as appropriate

Chair’s signature:  …………………………       Name:   ……………….(block letters) 

Date:   …………………………….. 
        School:
……………………………
