
[image: image1.jpg]the learning trust

the future for education in Hackney





Equality Statement

Valuing Diversity – Challenging Discrimination & Exclusion

· Discrimination is dangerous and damaging.  It also wastes talent and resources.  We are opposed to it and challenging it is our duty and responsibility.  

· Valuing diversity means recognising that everyone has a positive and valuable contribution to make.  It also helps us to enjoy living, learning and working together.

· The Board of the Learning Trust has an absolute commitment to valuing diversity and that means believing in equality, challenging discrimination and social exclusion wherever we find it.  This also means ensuring that the commitment is shared by all employees of the Learning Trust, schools and learning institutions within Hackney.

· Hackney is made up of diverse communities; this includes women, men and children from very different backgrounds, races, religions and cultures.  In a society, which can often exclude and marginalise, that diversity is to be celebrated.

· Whilst some groups have relatively easy access to quality services, the basic needs of others can at times be missed.  The Learning Trust is committed to attaining excellence in the delivery of services to everyone in the community – regardless of gender, age, disability, race, class, religion, sexuality and any other unjustifiable grounds.

· As employers we will work to rid Hackney of prejudice, ensuring that everyone is treated with respect for their unique and valuable contributions.  We are working towards a just society that gives an equal chance to work, learn and live free from stereotyping and discrimination.  We will work with our partners and other agencies to achieve this.  

· We want to work together to build a spirit of co-operation in Hackney, an atmosphere free from prejudice, ill feeling or resentment. 

· As service providers we will challenge discrimination and promote our policy with service users and the public in general.

· The Learning Trust is the future of education in Hackney.  We intend to aspire, achieve, innovate and develop.  We are working towards everyone in Hackney having a stake in what we do. 
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